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Turner Veterinary Service -January Newsletter 

Happy New Year again! We hope 2012 will bring success and profit to your farms. Here are a few topics of discussion lately in our practice: 
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UDrop Shipping" Medication and Supplies 

Starting this month we are going to be offering a program in which drug and supply requests can be ordered and will be shipped directly to your farm These items will be discounted 5-20% from the cost off our trucks or in the clinic. A credit card will need to be on file, and orders will need to be received by 8am Tuesdays (via fax or email) for the week's order. Please ask us for more details if you are interested. There is free shipping on orders greater than $150. Items available include prescription and non-prescription items. 

ProtothecQ Mastitis-Is it on the rise? 

This agent is an algae that infects mammary glands of cattle. It often is associated with increased SCC, mild clinical mastitis and lack of response to antibiotic treatment. It can be procured from the environment or spread from cow to COW during milking. Puddles in traffic 

areas, pasture with wet areas, and manure contamination are the most common areas to find Prototneco species. If cultured from a cow, she is unlikely to ever clear the infection, there is no treatment, and it is recommended to cull her to prevent infecting other cows. 

MeCHAP Funding for Dairy Farms 

The Maine Cattle Health Assurance Program has some funding available. The program will reimburse dairy farmers for a $200 veterinary visit to assess parameters on your farms and to formulate a plan with your goals in mind to make improvements in health and production. The focus of this funding is mastitis and milk quality, but can include other areas depending on the farm and its needs. MeCHAP will also reimburse farms for 50% of laboratory fees for milk cultures or other testing that may be appropriate. Please contact us to schedule your herd assessment if you are interested in this program. 

-' . 

Pneumonia

We have been seeing pneumonia with 

some frequency in many of our herds. Please remember that this is a general condition that can be caused by a virus or bacteria or both. Early detection and prompt attention are key to the recovery of your animals. Vaccines can be helpful in boosting immunity and preventing severe infections before high risk times or conditions. Keeping stress low and nutrition high is helpful. Keep pens clean and dry at all times to improve air quality as animals are moved indoors for the winter. look for ways to reduce humidity and improve ventilation in your housing options. 

Calling for your Ideas and concerns! 

We are here to serve you! Do you have any particular concerns, interests, requests for newsletter topics, more information, or services we may not offer yet? Help us to help you better. Let us know if your farm has a need that we are not providing! For example, we are exploring offering breeding soundness exams for bulls. Call, fax or email us comments, ideas, requests. 

A Request from our Hospital Manager, Anna! 

We are being audited by the State of Maine sales/use tax division. In order to keep your account on a tax exempt basis, we will need to have you fill out and return to us the enclosed affidavit. If any of you are considered a commercial farm and have or will be purchasing certain equipment from us (i.e. cattle pumps, cow lifts, etc.) please let Anna know and we can send you out a different affidavit to fill out. Thank you and Happy New Year! 

